
Frances Wisebart  Jacobs (March 29 ,  1843  –

November  3 ,  1892 )  was born in  Harrodsburg,

Kentucky to  Jewish Bavar ian immigrants and

raised in  Cincinnat i ,  Ohio,  where young

Frances went on to  work as a  teacher  before

meeting her  future husband Abraham Jacobs

and moving to  Colorado.  

In  1880 ,  Jacobs was instrumental  in  sett ing

up Denver ’s  f i rst  free k indergarten for

chi ldren of  poor  parents.  Then in  1887 ,

Frances Jacobs jo ined Father  Wi l l iam O'Br ien,

Reverend Myron Reed,  Dean H.  Mart in  Hart  and another  Cathol ic  pr iest  in  an

innovative col laborat ion to  create the Charity Organization Society ,  that

helped further  a ltru ist ic  efforts  through coordinat ing fundrais ing and

shar ing the proceeds with  a  federat ion of  twenty-three char it ies.  A  woman

of  great  compassion,  Jacobs became known as the “Mother  of  Char it ies.”  

She was a  magnetic  and compel l ing  speaker  and addressed many nat ional

conferences.  The Charity Organization Society ,  the f i rst  of  i ts  k ind in  the

nation,  evolved in  1922  to  the nat ional  Community Chest  and u lt imately  to

the United Way .  

Frances Wisebart  Jacobs,  was descr ibed as a  "fra i l  woman with  an unfai l ing

sense of  humor."  She became a  forceful ,  persuasive speaker  engaging and

inspir ing support  for  char itable  organizat ions.  Jacob's  n iece said  of  her ,

 

"Aunt Frank was that  rare  combinat ion of  a  dreamer  and doer .  She not  only

dreamed of  free k indergartens and orphanages,  a  home for  the aged and a

hospita l ,  but  with  good business sense brought  them to real ity . "  

Frances Wisebart  Jacobs a lso organized and presided over  the Hebrew

Ladies’  Benevolent Society ,  the Denver Ladies’  Rel ief  Society ,  and

establ ished a  free k indergarten in  1885 .  Women United®  donors are  the

modern-day bearers  of  Jacob’s  legacy,  as  they are  Leading the Charge and

Inspir ing Change®  in  communit ies around the wor ld .  

Frances Wisebart  Jacobs was quoted in  August  27 ,  1888 ,  as  having said :  " I

know that  whenever  women lead in  good work,  men wi l l  fo l low."   

She served as secretary  of  the Char ity  Organizat ion Society  for  the

remainder  of  her  l i fe .   She is  best  remembered as a  founder  of  the United

Way and the Denver 's  Jewish Hospita l .  
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